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SHAN GOVERNMENT - FEDERATED SHAN STATES





His Majesty 

The King of Bhutan
Per kind favour of

Royal Bhutanese Embassy,

JTC Bldg., 919 Silom Rd.,

Bangrak, Bangkok 10500,

Thailand.

Dated: 27.05.2005

Your Majesty,
Re: An appeal for recognition of the new Shan Nation-State - the Federated Shan States.   

Briefly, the history of Shan people of Burma (now called Myanmar) can be traced back a few thousand years when they were living freely alongside Chinese as Tai Ailao. The Tai and the Chinese are cognate races.
In their migration to the South they built two kingdoms, one at Nanchao (now Talifu of China), (AD 650-1253), and secondly, the Mong Mao Long Dynasty (AD 764-1418) which reached its zenith under the King of Surkhanfah the Great (AD 1311-1364). 
The Shan States were annexed by the British, 1886, as an eastern extension to their British Indian Empire as a Protectorate. In 1899 the Sino-British Treaty - the MacMohan Line - demarcated the boundary between the British and Imperial Chinese territories. Before that both the Shan States or Principalities and  the  “Chinese” Shan States, east of the MacMohan Line, were independent and have been so for thousands of years as mentioned earlier.   

The  Shan or Tai and Siam or Thai are closely related in language, culture and history. HRH Prince Damrong Rajanubhab of Thailand once referred to Shan people as The Great Thai (or Thaiyai) and the Thai as Thainoi. 
During British colonial times from  1886-1948, the Shan States, became the Federated Shan States (similar to the Federated Malay States that later expanded to Malaysia), was often called the “Switzerland of the Far East” because of its cool climate and location on mountainous the Shan Plateau. Our neighbours today are the Peoples Republic of China to the North and North-east, Laos in the East, Thailand in the South and Burma to the  west.  We are a  nation of some 8 million peoples and  similar in size to Cambodia.

In 1948 Shan people attained Independence from Britain on agreeing to form a “Federal Union” with Burma under the famous 1947 Panglong Treaty. However,this was later unilaterally breached by the Burmese military dictators with the usurption of power by the Burmese General Ne Win in 1962. As a result, the Shan States were plunged back into neo-colonialism. 
For the past 47 years, successive Burmese military regimes have persistently through their use of genocide and crimes against humanity such as rape, murder, imprisonment, torture, intimidation, wholesale emptying and displacements of settlements. and villages are bent on subjugating the Shan people This includes mass rape of women and girl-children which has been documented for UNHCR as “Licence to Rape - Rape: as a Weapon of War”. 

The extent of the Burmese regimes war crimes and crimes against humanity are well documented and evidence abound despite the policy of  the Burmese military regime of restricting access by journalists and even to UN Envoys such as Pinhero and Razali.  
Despite these constraints, it is not difficult for us to prove beyond any reasonable doubt - what President George Bush of the United of America has fittingly called Burma “one of the six outposts of tyranny.”

In a recent exhumation of one mass grave, 173 innocent Shan victims, including women, children and the elderly were found shot to death at point blank range. Some were tortured and burnt to death. 
Shan villagers are driven out of their ancestral homesteads, farmlands and forced to leave behind  their livestock and stocks of grain and other belongings. 

Against this backdrop of ongoing suffering and  deprivation for almost five decades of our Shan people by the severely harsh and repressive Burmese military regime; and recently coupled with the  arrests of our legitimately elected Shan leaders,the People’s patience have been tested beyond endurance. They decided that they have no other option left  but Independence and to take their destiny into their own hands. 

In a secret poll conducted by representative leaders of the 56 Counties or Se-Viengs of the Shan States, it was found that 48 of 56 voted for absolute independence. Following this secret poll, a 10 Member Standing Committee for Independence was appointed to select and appoint Members of the Interim Shan Government with a mandate from the People to form such a government on 25th March 2005. Hence,on the auspicious day of 17th April 2005, the Shan people by their will and wish proclaimed and reaffirmed their independence in the face of Burmese military occupation.

The Interim Shan Government has 19 cabinet members, 12 of whom being still inside occupied Federated Shan States, their names cannot be disclosed for reasons of their safety. 
However, five members were entrusted to front the War Cabinet. These Members are:

1. H.R.H Prince Surkhanpha………Head of State.

2. Hkun Seng Zed…………………………………Prime inister.

3. Hkun Hom………………………………………………Foreign Minister.

4. Hkun Siha………………………………………… Home Minister.

5. Sao Tun Aye ………………………………………Defence Minister.

The Interim Shan Government of the Federated Shan States now faces the daunting tasks of rebuilding our impoverished country that is ravaged by war,   alien military occupation, a political crisis and the total economic mismanagement by the Burmese military regime.

The government's agenda are:

1. To demand the total withdrawal of all occupying forces of the Burmese military regime from the Shan Plateau and the  immediate end of all  hostilities, genocide and crimes against humanity under the supervision of the United Nations.

2. To conduct a free and fair election for a new Shan Government and the transfer of power to the newly elected government.

3. To encourage and implement the development of the country’s rich natural resources for trade and commerce under established international practices and conventions that is fair to all parties and direct foreign investments will be invited. 

   4. The Interim Shan State Government is fully 

      committed to drug eradication and abolishing         
      the drug trade in all its jurisdictions.

We will seek immediate entry to United Nations membership with the help of the international community on the basis of established criteria for Membership such as:    

- Eight million population,

· Well defined national boundaries,

· 65,000 sq. miles (180,000 sq. km) land area,

· Diverse ethnic languages and cultural heritage,

· Endowed with rich natural resources, 

· Self-sustainable economy and

· Member of the UNPO since 1994.
With these in mind, we earnestly appeal to your Majesty Government and the Bhutanese people to lend us a  helping hand and to recognise our new Shan Nation-State, the Federated Shan States. 
Shan people, in their desparate attempt to shake off the yoke of neo-colonialism, need your Royal Sponsorship, so that we can also one day live together in peace, harmony and prosperity in the near future and for all foreseeable times.

Yours most respectfully,
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Hkun Hom

Foreign Minister.

Attachments: 1. Declaration of Independence



   2. Foreign Policy Statement,



   3. Reasons for Independence,

          4. Photos of genocide and mass    

              uprising in Federated Shan States.

           5. Expressions of support from like- 

              minded and sympathetic institutions                and & organizations.
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