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SHAN GOVERNMENT - FEDERATED SHAN STATES





England
Dated: April 18, 2005
Your Royal Highness,
Re: Declaration of Independence.

I write to Your Royal Highness to inform you of our Affirmation and Declaration of the Independence of the Federated Shan States on the auspicious day of April 17th 2005 in the Will and the Name of the Shan Peoples. It was the overwhelming democratic majority voice of 48 or 56 of the Se-Viengs of the Shan States representing 85.7% of our population.
As Your Royal Highness  is fully aware, our Thai-yai and other Peoples of the Shan States have suffered and still suffer grievously at the hands of the occupying  troops of the Burmese military dictatorship all manners of human rights abuses and breaches of the Geneva Convention for 43 years ever since the military coup of General Ne Win in 1962. The almost daily rapes of our women and girl children, beatings, torture and imprisonment of our men, women and boys and genocide of whole villages and districts are well recorded and documented. These have driven our long suffering and patient People beyond endurance and it is a wonder that they have borne these unspeakable atrocities for so long.

We look forward to re-establishing our past historical links from the time of King Pra Nareseun Maharat and before, of genuine cordial and fraternal kinship and a shared common heritage of language and culture that indeed go back many millennia.
If I may Your Royal Highness, I will convey to you, from the Peoples of the Federated Shan States our heartfelt wishes for the health and well being of You, Their Majesties en and Royal Family, and to the Peoples of the Kingdom of Thailand.

Yours most truly, 
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H.R.H. Prince Surkhanpha 
(Hso-khan-pha of Yawnghwe)

Head of State

Federated Shan States.  
