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The Hon. Jack Straw,

The Secretary of State, FCO
Per kind favour of the 

British Embassy,

1031 Wireless Rd., Patuwan

Bangkok 10120,

Thailand.

Dated: 28th June 2005.  ( Copy: H.E. Dr. Jose Ramos Horta, Timor Leste, FYI please.)
Dear Hon. Jack Straw, 
Re: - Request for an urgent meeting (political).
.
May I first refer to the pervious official meeting which took place at the UK FCO (Foreign Common Wealth Office) on 14th January, 2005, when a Shan delegation made a successful representation of the plight of Shan people under the present Burmese Military regime.
The FCO Officials present at this meeting were;
1 
Mr. Michael Reilly

Head of the South-East Asia Department, Asean & Oceana Group.
2                   MR. Graham Styles.
Team Leader, Mekong & Burma Team. Asean & Oceana Group.
3                    Secretary to Hon. MP Douglas Alexander.
  Ministry of State, Trade and Investment and Foreign Affairs.
The five-member Shan delegation was led by Hkun Hom and Nel Adams, a Shan princess and a citizen of UK.
In response to Shan petition and in recognition of the gravity of the political stale-mate for the last 47 years Mr. Reilly concluded the meeting with a positive note which may be quoted as follows:
 “The UK’s policy on Burma is not mainly on Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’s release, but also on other issues. Mr. Michael Reilly further said: “Expelling Burma from the UN membership would be unprecedented, because the UN recognition and acceptance of Burma as a member is based on the “country” (Union of Burma) and not on the government itself (ruthless or otherwise). This will have far reaching implications on similar dictatorial governments, from nations such as Algeria, Cuba and North Korea. In the case of Khmer Rouge government, it hung on to its UN seat for a long time despite being voted out by the overwhelming majority of the UN membership. The in-depth discussion at the meeting touched on constitution, legal and humanitarian aspects of Shan people under the ruthless suppression and subjugation by this Burmese military regime, as they are bent on reviving or protecting their defunct “ Maha Buma Empire “.
In conclusion, Mr. Reilly said ‘The UK’s government will respect the will and aspirations of Shan people for independence, if that is what they really wanted”
He cited East Timorese and Cambodian models for Shan people to follow and bring about change through “referendum”.
Precisely that’s what the ISG Interim Shan Government has done in compliance with the “will” and aspirations of Shan people. The Federated Shan States, declared its independence on 17th April 2005, following the formation of the first historic government on 25th March 2005.
Contrary to wide-spread speculation otherwise, the Interim Shan Government was not self-appointed nor where they political nominees from an unknown entity as published in the news media. 
HRH Sao Surkhanpha Yawnghwe, for instance, who is the ISG Head of State, is the eldest son of the First President of the “Union of Burma” and Prince of Yawnghwe of Shan State , a royal status that was  recognized by the Monarch of Thailand, 
The Prime Minister Hkun Seng Zed (aka Sai Myat Aung) was a senior public servant for the past 45 years and is an ardent pro-Shan independence activist. He and his wife were both active members of the SNLD and respectively were Deputy Chairman and atanding MP for SNLD of Hsipaw state. Senior General Than Shwe was once Hkun Seng Zed’s contemporary in a military campaign against the CPB (the Communist Party of Burma).

 The Vice President Hkun Siha (aka Hkun Sam) is currently an active member of the SNLD charged with the tasks of organizing key Shan Leaders to come to the national  conference held under secret cover on 8th  August 2004. At this historic meeting, 54 Shan leaders from 48 townships (out of 56) representing senior administrators, SNLD party members and Intellectual & Cultural group unanimously decided in favour of Shan Independence. Hkun Htoon Oo, the Chairman of the SNLD who is now under detention by the SPDC regime, was one of the signatories to the pro-Shan independence document.
No sooner than the declaration of Shan Independence, the SPDC’s Minister of Information Brig General Kyaw San condemned the above Shan leaders in a press conference held on the 21st April 2005 and charged them for high treason against the State by endangering to split the defunct “Federal Union of Burma” (please see attachment).
In submitting this petition to UK Government for recognition and support for Interim Shan Government,  we wish to make an earnest request to grant us another opportunity, thus would enable us to explain  the chain of events leading to the crucial decision for Shan Independence. 
We see this action as the last resort left in our strategy for survival of the indigenous Shan people of Shan state. We strongly believe this reaffirmed independent status would give Shan people a better bargaining position based on equal partnership for reconstituting a “new federal union”, if ever there is one at all emerging in the foreseeable future.

 With its eight million population, Shan people will never give up its moral high ground against the genocidal onslaught of the Burmese regime.
And with your help, advice and relevant support, we solemnly pledge to defeat this “out post of tyranny” within 3-6 months for the sake of regional stability, peace and democracy in SE-Asia in an attempt to emulate East Timor and  Cambodia that preceded Shan State Independence.
We hope you will come to appreciate the resolve of Shan people and the resolution of   protracted political crisis by granting a compassionate hearing to members of the Interim Shan Government, with HRH Sao Surkhanpha Yawnghwe as leader of the Shan mission.
We await your response at the earliest convenience.

With deep respect,

Yours faithfully,
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Hkun Hom

Minister of Foreign Affairs

Please reply to contact address as follows: 

Hkun Hom

PO Box U37

Charles Darwin University

Darwin, NT 0815.

Australia. Tel. (61) 8 8983 1404.          
                  Mob: 61 04 3706 7231

E-mail: hom321@yahoo.com.au
TWIN TOWER, Suit 60/112

Soi 42 Chang Wattana Rd.

Pakred, Nonthaburi-

Thailand-

Tel: 66-2-5740207-10 Ext.6112

Fax:66-25739918/ Rm 6112

Mob: 66-01-5566260.
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