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4523 - 47 Street, Innisfail, Alberta T4G 1P5

Tel:/Fax: 403 227-3422, Cell: 403 803-4799; email: hso@telus.net

The Honourable David Kilgour, MP

House of Commons

Ottawa, Ontario K1A OA6


September 27, 2005

Dear David,  

I am sending you a copy of the Shan States Gazette for your information and my letter to Honourable Mr. Pierre Pettigrew that I also cc’d to Hon. Senator Dan Hays and to my M.P. Mr. Bob Mills. 

I am on my way to Thailand mid October-November to follow-up on preliminary meetings our Vice President, Prime Minister & Foreign Minister have had with senior members of the ruling party Thai Rak Thai, the Thai National Security Council and Royal Thai Army; and Representatives from other governments large & small towards recognition of the Federated Shan States. It is also important for us to establish political and military alliances with the other ethnic States of the former Union of Burma – viz. Arakan, Chin, Kachin, Karenni, Mon & Karen and of course the other States of Palaung, Pa-O & Wa within the Shan States. I do not believe that this will be a major obstacle given the fact that most of them have supported our Shan Declaration publicly in writing or verbally in private. Regrettably the reaction of Burma’s main democratic opposition party, the NLD to our Declaration was similar to SPDC’s, but not unexpected. 

We hope to settle with the Burman, both SPDC & NLD, by peaceful means and it will be sensible for them to talk to us, but I am afraid it will not be easy and may come to fighting a War of Independence. While, hopefully that will not happen, our Shans are willing and ready for any eventuality. The Burmese SPDC Army is on paper at  400,000+ (not including 70,000 child soldiers). It is the  largest army in Southeast Asia, with 100,000 soldiers stationed in Shan States as an occupation force. Our Forces are relatively small now but 150,000 Volunteers are waiting in the wings with another 250,000 waiting to be mobilized. This is not counting those SPDC battalions in Shan States (of other ethnic nationals) wanting to defect to us and to fight on our side. In fact when fighting starts we can expect more defections from SPDC troops and our problem then will be of how to handle and care for those who surrender.

While we will fight for our Independence and win, we have no doubt that any conflict will destabilize Southeast Asia and beyond. It is hoped to find means to avoid such damaging conflict, not only to Shan States and Burma but to the region. Canada could help by initiating an International Peacekeeping Force to oversee the peaceful withdrawal of all occupying SPDC troops from all ethnic national States of the now defunct former Union of Burma, which have been forced into its captive colonies; and to sponsor a legal case in the International Criminal Court at the Hague against against those in Burma who have committed War Crimes and Crimes Against Humanity.

May I also seek your advice as to how the Federated Shan States - a former British Protecterate - might now seek membership into the British Commonwealth of Nations.  In 1948, at Independence, the AFPFL Government of Thakin Nu opted for the Union of Burma not to be a member, so that there was no opportunity for a popular vote in relation to membership of the Commonwealth.

Yours sincerely with best wishes and kind regards,
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