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SHAN GOVERNMENT - FEDERATED SHAN STATES





His Excellency Dr. Jose Ramos Horta,

Ministry of Foreign Affairs & Cooperation

GPA Building#1, Rua Avenida Presidente Nicolau Laboto, Dili, Timor-Leste.

Your Excellency Dr. J. Ramos Horta,

Re: An appeal for recognition of a new Shan Nation  

    State.

Tai People were once living freely alongside Chinese for thousands of years. In 1899 they  were separated from the mainland China(PRC) by the Sino-British Treaty called The MacMahn Line. Those who lived under the British colony were later to become known as Shan people. The word Shan is synonymous with Syam or Siam (now known as Thailand) and these two peoples are cousins.

During the British colonial time, 1886-1948, the Shan State was once likened to the “Swiss of the Far East” because of its cool climate and location on the Shan Plateau. The most notable neighbours include China(PRC) in the North, Laos in the North-East and Thailand in the East.  The size of Shan Nation State is similar to that of Cambodia or 160,000 square kilometers.

In 1948 Shan people regained their Independence from Britain when they joined the Federal Union of Burma and later to be called as Union of Myanmar. Ever since the country was usurped by the General Ne Win’s  military regime in 1962, Shan State was plunged back into neo-colonialism. For the last forty three years the successive Burmese military regimes were persistently bent on subjugating Shan people by committing atrocities and human right abuses. This included mass rape of women which was later documented for UNHCR and known as “Rape: as a Weapons of War”. 

The extent of the genocide that was going on with impunity for the last forty three years was due to the regime’s hard line policy in restricting accesses by international media.  Despite these constraints, it is not too difficult for us to prove beyond reasonable doubt in what President Bush of USA was calling Burma fittingly as “one of the six outposts of tyranny.”

In recent exhumation of one of the mass graves, 173 innocent Shan people, including women, children and elderlies were found executed by shooting at point blank range. Some were tortured and burnt to death. Shan peasants were driven out of their ancestral homeland and had to leave behind them their livestocks and farmland. 

Against this backdrop of ongoing sufferings for almost five decades by our Shan people under this extremely repressive military regime and coupled with the recent arrests of our legitimately elected Shan leaders, Shan people’s patience have been tested beyond their endurance point. Now they were left with no other options but “INDEPENDENCE” as a last resort in taking their destiny into their own hands. 

In a secret poll conducted to mobilize support from the mass population, representative leaders from 48 townships out of 56 voted for absolute independence following the formation on 25th March 2005 of an Interim Shan Government of the Shan Nation State, which is now called the Federated Shan States. Hence, on the auspicious day of 17th April 2005, Shan people succeeded in proclaiming and reaffirming its independence despite military occupation by the Burmese junta.

The Interim Shan Government has 17 cabinet members of which five were elected to form a WAR Cabinet, now going into exile. These included:

1. HRH Sao SurKhanpha………………………Head of State.

2. Hkun Seng Zed……………………………………Prime inister.

3. Hkun Hom……………………………………………….Foreign Minister.

4. Hkun Siha…………………………………………..Home Minister.

5. Sao Tun Aye ………………………………………Defence Minister.

The ISG is now facing the daunting tasks of rebuilding its impoverished country that is ravaged by civil war, political crisis and economic mismanagement.

Topping the list of our government agenda are:

1. To demand the military regime for the withdrawal of all its troops from Shan soil and immediate end to all hostilities and genocide under the UN supervision.

2. To conduct a free and fair election for the new Shan Government and transfer of power.

3. To implement the development of the country’s rich natural resources for trade and commerce to which foreign direct investment will be  the main feature. 

   4. The Interim Shan State Government is fully 

      committed to drug eradication in its Nation 

      State.

Among other things, we will seek immediate entry to UN membership with the help of international communities and on the basis of criteria such as:    

- Eight million population,

· Well defined national boundaries,

· 65,000 sq. miles (180,000 sq. km) land area,

· Diverse ethnic languages and cultural heritage,

· Endowed with rich natural resources, 

· Self-sustainable economy and

· Member of the UNPO since 1994.
We will never forget how awesome it was to watch your country emerged from the brink of defeat to accomplish one of the most impressive victory that prevailed through the sheer inner strength and the will of the Timorese people. Please give us advice on how to convert our present freedom movement into another  exemplary victory. Whilst we remember the close similarities between the two military dictatorships of Suhartho of Indonesia and General Ne Win of Burma and his successors, there was no justification whatsoever why Burma blocked Timor Leste’s entry to ASEAN.

With these in view, we earnestly appeal to your Government and  Timorese people to lend us a  helping hand for a recognition of our new Shan Nation State, the Federated Shan States. Shan people, in their desparate attempt to shake off the yoke of neo-colonialism, need your sponsorship and championship on democracy, so that we can one day live together in peace, harmony and prosperity in the forseeable future.

Last but not least, please allow me to pay my heart-felt tribute to your unwavering conviction and dedication that brought about dramatic change to your Timor Leste and the its people.

Yours most respectfully,

Minister of Foreign Affairs,

Hkun Hom

Foreign Minister.

Attachments: 1. Declaration of Independence




2. Foreign Policy Statement,




3. Reasons for Independence,

           4. Photos of genocide and mass    

              uprising in Federated Shan States.

           5. Expressions of support from like- 

              minded and sympathetic institutions    

              and & organizations.
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